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Bill 12 should includetheequinefamily aslivestock

Permittingdedicationof landandpropertytaxreliefwill allow theequinebusinessto
exist. Without it theequinecommunitycan’t survive. Theeconomicimpactis far
ranging. A largepercentageofhorseownersarenot wealthypeople. As the economy
declines,theownershipofhorsesand/ortheirspendingon themdeclines.Horseshow
participation,horsehauling,equineequipmentandshowattiredecline. Therearemany
businessesandindividualswhoselivelihooddependson equineand otherlivestock. It
wouldn’t takelong for businessesandserviceprovidersto vanish. On Oahuthere
is WaimanaloFeed,VO RanchandFeedandFarmto nameafew. Peoplewho service
theequineandlargeanimalpopulationincludeVeterinarians,Farriers,Trainersand
Instructors, Horsefacility workers(feeders,muckers,ranchmaintenance,horsecare
facilitators(turnouts,exerciseand miscotheractivities),includinghorselayoverand
transport. Equinesthatareshippedfrom themainlandor interislandoftenhavea layover
on Oahubeforetransportingon to theirdestination. Currentlytheyareboardedat local
stablesuntil departure.Lossof facilities would hurtneighborislandtransport. It is not
feasibleor humaneto keeptheanimalsin theshippingcontainersfor dayson end.

TherapeuticHorsemanshipoffersspecialneedschildrenequinetreatment. As many
know theequineexperiencefor thesechildrenenhancestheirconnectionto theworld and
providesphysicalstimulationnot readily achievedotherwise. As facilities disappearand
horsepopulationdiminishes,theequinepool shrinksdramatically. Thespecialanimals
usedareusuallydonatedafteryearswith goodownerswho provideconsistentcareand
training. Only a few animalsmaturewith thetemperamentthat makesthem safeandsure
mountsfor specialneedschildrenandadults.

Live donkeysandsheepfor religiouspageants,gone.

Somechildrendevelopapassionfor horsesthat is life long. During teenand preteen
yearsit occupiesthemduring mostof theirfreetime, teachingmanygoodhabitswhile
keepingthemawayfrom lessdesirableteenageactivities. Themediais full of theneed
to exerciseto avoidtheblight ofobesity. Riding andequinecareis an excellentform of
exerciseat all levels. Dowe wantto eliminatethis option?

Thecity saysit is trying to preventgentlemanfarmers. An unintendedconsequencewill
be to promotewhat thecity is trying to prevent. How will thishappen?Valid horse
facilities will bedrivenout ofbusinessleavingdistressedpropertyripe for picking at
devaluedprices. Themoreaffluentownerwho is not trying to makealiving off the land
will not be dissuadedby thecumbersomerulesandcanaffordthetaxes. As thepriceof
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landdeclineswith the largeinventoryof farmson themarket,savvygentlemenfarmers
anddeveloperswill be ableto pick up bargains.A pieceof good luck herefor thesefolks
with thefair marketvaluebeingrecalculatedatthenewersalescomparablesloweringthe
tax base. Justbe patientdevelopersanda largeportionofWaimanalohorsefacilitieswill
beavailable.

Equineownershaveone choicefor theiranimals:stablingor pasturingon ag land. It
mustbe reasonablyaffordable. Most ownersareapartmentor residentialneighborhood
dwellersthatprecludelivestock. Most of thehorseboardersarenotag land
residents.Theyarelocatedin yourneighborhoodwhetherit is Kailua,Hawaii Kai,
Mililani, EwaBeachor downtownHonolulu.
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